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on‘OneNation, OneElection’ bill

Thiswillnow allow the committee to elaborately explorethefeasibility of conductingsimultaneous elections

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 12 AUGUST

he Lok Sabha on Tues-

day approved an

extension for the Joint

Parliamentary Com-
mittee (JPC) to submit its
report on the ‘One Nation,
One Election’ bill until the
first day of the last week of
the 2025 winter session.

The motion, moved by JPC
chairman PP Chaudhary, cov-
ers the Constitution (129th
Amendment) Bill and Union
Territories Laws (Amendment)
Bill.

The bills were introduced
in the Lok Sabhain December
2024 and were referred to the
Joint Committee of both Hous-
es for further examination.

The JPChassince held sev-
eral rounds of meetings explor-
ing the views and ideas of

legal experts, including pre-
sentations from former Chief
Justice of IndiaJustice Jagdish
Singh Khehar and Justice DY
Chandrachud.

The extension will now
allow the committee to more
elaborately explore the fea-
sibility of conducting simul-

taneous elections for the Lok
Sabha and State Legislative
Assemblies and submit its
report by the first day of the
last week of the Winter Session.

‘One Nation, One Election’,
also known as simultaneous
elections, proposes aligning
the election cycles of the Lok

Sabha and State Assemblies.
This would allow voters to
cast their ballots for both tiers
of government on the same
day in their constituencies,
though voting could still occur
in phases across the country.
By synchronising these elec-
toral timelines, the approach
aims to address logistical chal-
lenges, reduce costs, and min-
imise disruptions caused by
frequent elections.

The High-Level Committee
Report on Simultaneous Elec-
tions in India, released in
2024, provided a compre-
hensive roadmap for imple-
menting this vision. Its rec-
ommendations were accepted
by the Union Cabinet on 18th
September 2024, marking a
significant step towards elec-
toral reform. The committee,
chaired by former President
Ram Nath Kovind, recom-

mended a two-phase
approach for simultaneous
elections. Phase one involves
synchronising Lok Sabha and
State Legislative Assembly
elections, while Phase two
would synchronise Munici-
pality and Panchayat elections
within 100 days of the first
phase. The committee also
suggested a single electoral
roll and EPIC for all three
tiers.

Proponents argue that such
a system could enhance
administrative efficiency,
reduce election-related expen-
ditures, and promote policy
continuity.

AsIndia aspires to stream-
line governance and optimise
itsdemocratic processes, the
concept of ‘One Nation, One
Election’ has emerged as a
key reform requiring thoughtful
deliberation and consensus.
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LS dPpProves extensionofJPC Pa Nel RSclearsNewIncomeTaxBill2025

amidst empty Opposition benches

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
PATNA, 12 AUGUST

The Rajya Sabha Tuesday
passed the revised New Income
Tax Bill 2025, along with the
Taxation Laws (Amendment)
Bill 2025. The Bills, being
money bills, which were earlier
passed in the Lok Sabha on
Monday, were now returned
to the Lok Sabha.

Notably, the Opposition
benches were empty in the
Upper House during the passage
of the Bills.

The Income Tax Bill seeks
toreplace the existing Income
Tax Act of 1961 with a more
streamlined and litigation-
resistant direct tax code. It
proposes to allow deductions
forinter-corporate dividends
for certain companies, permit
taxpayers to claim refunds
after filing their returns, even
if the deadline has passed,
and allow taxpayers to avail
NIL TDS certificates if they
don’t have a tax liability.

The Bill also aims to clarify
the definition of “relative” to
avoid ambiguity and allow
deduction of pre-construction
interest on borrowed capital
for let-out properties.

The revised Bill is expected
to benefit taxpayers in several
ways. The Bill’s focus on
digital tax administration
and faceless assessment will
make compliance easier and
more efficient. It also pro-
vides a more relieved tax
structure, ensuring that more
money is saved in the hands
of taxpayers.

The government’s objective
behind introducing the revised
Bill is to provide a clear and
updated version of the tax
law, addressing concerns and
suggestions from various
stakeholders. According to
Baijayant Panda, the newlaw
will simplify India’s decades-
old tax structure.

The Income-taxActpassed
in 1961 has been subjected to
numerous amendments since

its passage 60 years ago.

Therefore, the government
in the budget in July 2024
announced thatatime-bound
comprehensive review of the
Income-tax Act, 1961 would
be undertaken to make the
Actconcise, lucid, easy toread
and understand. Accordingly,
Income-taxBill, 2025 hasbeen
prepared.

“This complexity has
increased the cost of com-
pliance for taxpayers and
hampered the efficiency of
direct-taxadministration. Tax
administrators, practitioners,
and taxpayers have also raised
concerns about the compli-
cated provisions and structure
of the Income-tax Act,” she
further said, adding: “There-
fore, the government
announced in the budget of
July 2024 that a comprehensive
review of the Income-taxAct,
1961, would be undertaken
to make the Act concise, lucid,
and easy to read and under-
stand.”

Guardiansof the hills: Mal Paharia tribe takes steps to preserveits ecological heritage

SHASHI SINGH
RANCHI, 12 AUGUST

The Mal Paharia, one of the
oldest tribal communities in
Jharkhand, is now working to
preserve their rich cultural
and ecological knowledge,
much of which has been passed
down orally through genera-
tions. Atarecent gatheringin
Amrapara block of Pakur dis-
trict, elders, youth, and women
from several villages came

together to share age-old wis-
dom about the land, forests,
and medicinal plants essential
to their way of life.

With an estimated popu-
lation of around 2.25 lakh
across Jharkhand and West
Bengal, the Mal Paharia hold

Noobjectionit Thackeraysunite, says
Congress leader Ramesh Chennithala

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI, 12 AUGUST

Senior Congress leader from
Kerala and the party’s Maha-
rashtra in-charge, Ramesh
Chennithala (photo), said in
Pune on Tuesday that the Con-
gress-led INDIA alliance has
“no problem” with the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena and
the Raj Thackeray-led Maha-
rashtraNavnirman Sena (MNS)
joining hands.

Significantly, Chennithala’s
statement came justdays after
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena’s Rajya Sabha MP and
chief spokesperson, Sanjay
Raut, said that INDIA bloc
leaders had no objection to
the Thackeray cousinsjoining
forces politically.

“If the two (Thackeray)
brothers are coming together,
we (Congress-led INDIA alliance)
have no problem. There may
or may not be an alliance
between the two in the forth-
comingelections. Raj Thackeray
is not part of our Maha Vikas
Aghadi. Therefore, we do not

know if there has been any
discussion about an alliance
between Uddhav Thackeray
and Raj Thackeray. Butifboth
brothers arejoininghands, we
havenoissuewithit. As for the
Maha Vikas Aghadi, we will
discuss the matter in detail
duringour political affairs com-
mittee meeting,” Chennithala
told reporters.

Earlier on Tuesday, Chen-
nithala attended a residential
workshop for newly appointed
Congress office-bearersin Pune,
where senior partyleaders were
present. After the event, while
interacting with the media, he
was asked about the possibility
ofanalliance between the MNS
and Shiv Sena ahead of the

Madhya Pradesh: PCC chieft
questions EC’s tunctioning

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
BHOPAL, 12 AUGUST

Raising questions over the
working of the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI), Madhya
Pradesh Congress Chief Jitu
Patwari on Tuesday alleged
that the ECIworks in cahoots
with the ruling BJP.

Addressing media persons
atJabalpur, Patwari claimed
discrepancies in voter lists,
and backed the allegations
of Lok Sabha Leader of Oppo-
sition Rahul Gandhi about
names of some voters present
at multiple places in voting
lists.

Patwari also alleged that
the ECI had cut short the
number of votes polled in
some elections in the past.

The Congress leader said
that Rahul Gandhi’s fight is
not for political gain, but for
protecting the people’s votes,
and reposing faith in the con-
stitution and the country’s
electoral system.

Patwari warned that if
democracy is not protected
at this moment, then future
generations might have to
witness dictatorship.

Monsoon session of Rajasthan
Assembly tocommence on1Sept

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
JAIPUR, 12 AUGUST

The monsoon session of the
Rajasthan legislative assembly
will commence on 1
September.

Governor Haribhau Kisan-
rao Bagade has issued the
requisite notification to con-
vene the House, Speaker
Vasudev Devnani said on

Tuesday.

The Speaker also reviewed
the administrative prepared-
ness of the Assembly Secretariat
at a meeting with Principal
Secretary (Assembly) Bharat
Bhushan Sharma here on
Tuesday.

Devnani said: “An all-
party meeting will also be
held before the Assembly
session.

forthcoming local civic body
elections in Maharashtra.

“The BJP is working to dis-
mantle democracy and the
Constitution in the country.
Vote rigging is being carried
outwith the help of the Election
Commission. Rahul Gandhi
has exposed vote rigging in
Maharashtra, Haryana, and
Karnataka. Democracyand the
Constitution are in danger
today, and Rahul Gandhi is
fighting to save them. This
battle is big and difficult, but
we will all stand firmly behind
Rahul and win this fight,” Chen-
nithala said.

“The countryis going through
a difficult phase. We do not
have good relations with neigh-
bouring countries. America is
threateningIndia, but the Prime
Minister remains silent. When
Indira Gandhi was the Prime
Minister, no country—let alone
America—dared to threaten
India. If Rahul Gandhi says
something about China, even
Supreme Courtjudges comment
onit. Will the courtnowdecide
who is patriotic?” he asked.

Fire disrupts
operations at
NMDC’s Kirandul
plant, losses
estimated in crores

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
DANTEWADA, 12 AUGUST

A major fire halted opera-
tions at the National Mineral
Development Corporation’s
(NMDC) Kirandul plant in
Chhattisgarh’s Dantewada
district, causing substantial
financial losses and dis-
rupting iron ore produc-
tion.

The incident occurred
late Monday night on a con-
veyor belt near Ward No.
12’s Fine Ore Camp, where
flames spread swiftly before
being controlled in a pro-
tracted firefighting effort.

According to NMDC offi-
cials, fire tenders were
deployed immediately, and
the company’s in-house
security and technical teams
worked through the night
alongside the fire brigade
to contain the blaze. “Our
immediate focus was to
safeguard the facility and
minimise operational down-
time. The cause of the fire
will be established after a
detailed technical review,”
an NMDC senior official
told The Statesman.

Dantewada police have
confirmed that ajointinves-
tigation is underway.

With an estimated population of around 2.25
lakh across Jharkhand and West Bengal, the Mal
Paharia hold detailed knowledge of their natu-
ral environment, including the plants and ani-
mals of their region, and a cultural heritage
expressed through songs, proverbs, and rituals.

detailed knowledge of their
natural environment, includ-
ing the plants and animals
of their region, and a cultural
heritage expressed through

songs, proverbs, and rituals.
During the workshop, par-
ticipants identified and
recorded plants connected
to their history, healing prac-

tices, and festivals, carefully
verifying each entry as a
group. Conversations also
touched on how natural
cycles, seasonal changes,
and the spiritual importance
of local species shape their
farming, food gathering, and
health traditions.

The group included voices
across generations—from
Shyamlal Ahari, a teacher from
Amlagaria, to Janardan Paharia,
thevillage head of Bodo Pahar,

as well as retired educators
and young members of the
community. Women actively
shared knowledge aboutwild
edible plants, herbal remedies,
and ceremonial uses.
Though part of a larger
research project supported
by the Indian Council of Social
Science Research, the focus
of this effort remained firmly
on community-led preserva-
tion. Researchers from the
Central University of Jharkhand

acted as facilitators, recording
and confirming information
without altering the original
context.

Forthe Mal Paharia, thisis
not just academic work—it’s
about preserving identity,
memory, and survival amid
growing challenges like shrink-
ingforests and youth migration.
“If we forget the names of
these plants, we will forget
who we are,” said Shyamlal
Ahari.
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